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Tenfold increase in production speed

Industry
Industrial machinery,  
consumer products and retail

Business challenges
Updating graphical tools 
Optimizing production  
processes
Defining tools to facilitate 
continuous innovation
Increasing competitive  
advantage

Keys to success
Quick adaptation to new  
software
Easy handling functions
Working simultaneously with 
different project versions

Results
Substantially decreased need 
for prototypes, saving time 
and raw material costs
Significantly improved prod-
uct design quality and project 
documentation
Cut drafting time from two 
weeks to one day
Improved information quality 
and project security
Increased competitive viability

Using Solid Edge delivers big 
time cost and quality benefits, 
including cutting drafting time 
from two weeks to one day 

Ikeda Business Group Ltda. (Ikeda Group) 
is an enterprise organization divided into 
three distinct business units: Ikeda 
Agricultural Implements, founded in 1945 
to specialize in farming equipment; 
Division Giragrill, established in 1982 to 
make barbecue equipment and accesso-
ries; and Division Aironflex, formed in 
1998, to produce furniture and provide 
support for the audio and video markets.

The company is headquartered in Brazil, 
with the bulk of its products designed and 
marketed for Brazil and Latin America’s 
Southern Cone. Major manufacturing 
operations also include China.

The company is an avid user of advanced 
technologies, of which product lifecycle 
management (PLM) represents a key part. 
“An optimal PLM process is critical to our 
operational agility and competitive edge,” 
says Hélcio Mariano Pinto, who is 
responsible for coordinating the product 
design and development of all divisions of 
Ikeda Group. “Our design department is 
unified, and currently all Ikeda Group 
products are designed and developed 
using Siemens PLM Software’s solutions – 
Solid Edge and Teamcenter.”

www.siemens.com/velocity

Tools of innovation
Several years ago, Ikeda Group used 2D 
graphics design software to create their 
agricultural implements, mobile equip-
ment and leisure products. When Pinto 
was hired, he saw the need and opportu-
nity to improve Ikeda Group’s graphical 
toolset. Pinto was familiar with a number 
of popular computer-aided design (CAD) 
packages, but one in particular stood out. 
“I really liked the interface of Solid Edge, 
so I contacted Siemens PLM Software for 
more information,” says Pinto. That was in 
2007. Pinto notes that it didn’t take long 
for the key decision-makers within Ikeda 
Group to agree with his assessment. 
“Management was very supportive. 

http://www.siemens.com/velocity


Moreover, we found the interface of  
Solid Edge® to be the best in its class.” 
Additionally, Solid Edge software offered 
advanced 3D capabilities that everyone 
agreed would serve to facilitate creative 
problem-solving and innovation.

Quick, easy and common
Solid Edge, in fact, was chosen as the 
common software to be used by all Ikeda 
Group employees due to its ease of use 
and processing speed. “We quickly rolled 
out the software across the business 
units,” says Pinto. “With one or two mouse 
clicks, you perform simple functions and 
solve a number of problems. I have design-
ers who are so fluid and productive using 
Solid Edge, they don’t see how they could 
use another software. This isn’t because 
they grew comfortable over time using the 
software; this is because Solid Edge is just 
so easy to use and intuitive.” According  
to Pinto, the main goal was to find soft-
ware with maximum command simplicity 

“I have designers who are so 
fluid and productive using 
Solid Edge; they don’t see 
how they could use another 
software. This isn’t because 
they grew comfortable over 
time using the software; this 
is because Solid Edge is just 
so easy to use and intuitive.”

Hélcio Mariano Pinto 
Head of Product Design  
and Development 
Ikeda Group

since most competitor solutions require  
a minimum of three mouse clicks or a 
memorized short cut to execute an activity. 
“We have tested many competitor offerings 
and, for us, Solid Edge is the best in terms 
of work time, project alteration and 3D 
details.”

The use of Solid Edge also played an 
important role in Ikeda Group’s improved 
product development process. “Our overall 
product development operation now  
runs smoothly and efficiently,” says Pinto. 
“Information quality, project security, 
design reliability and project documenta-
tion are some of the areas where we’ve 
made considerable gains due to our new 
process and the use of Solid Edge, which 
made certain process improvements  
essentially automatic.”

The synchronous technology advantage
In 2010, Ikeda Group migrated to Solid 
Edge with synchronous technology. As  
the project leader, Pinto tested the new 
system, specifically engaging the function-
ality of synchronous technology, and then 
demonstrated its use to other designers. 
“All of our designers now use Solid Edge 
with synchronous technology,” says Pinto. 
“The great advantage of synchronous  
technology is the ability to work with 
various versions of projects quickly and 
simultaneously.” With synchronous  
technology, users do not have to choose 
between constraint-driven or history-free 
modeling. Users can re-use a model 
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Solutions/Services
Solid Edge with synchronous 
technology 
www.siemens.com/solidedge
Teamcenter  
www.siemens.com/teamcenter

Customer’s primary business
Ikeda Group designs and 
manufactures agricultural 
implements; barbeque 
equipment; and furniture  
for the audio equipment, 
home theater system and 
general decor markets. 
www.ikeda.ind.br

Customer location
Marília, São Paulo 
Brazil

“Using Solid Edge, we’ve  
substantially improved our 
overall product development 
operation. We design prod-
ucts faster. Our products 
provide new, innovative  
features and functionality 
on a regular basis. And their 
quality is better.”

Hélcio Mariano Pinto 
Project Coordinator 
Ikeda Group

without programming knowledge, and 
data from multiple CAD systems can be  
leveraged immediately.

Pinto notes, “Using Solid Edge with  
synchronous technology, we now work  
on three or four projects at a time. This 
affords great flexibility in pursuing new 
projects involving agricultural implements, 
mobile equipment and leisure products. 
Depending on the complexity of the 
product, sometimes drafts are ready in one 
day rather than two weeks. I think I can 
safely say that using Solid Edge with  
synchronous technology has given us a 
tenfold increase in production speed. We 
can simply respond faster, and often  
ten times faster, to project needs.” Another 
gain is the ability to work several alterna-
tives of the same project by selecting and 
dragging some sections in the assembled 
product without the need to edit the parts 
separately.

Continuous investment in technology
The company’s first licenses to use Solid 
Edge were acquired in October 2007. 

Today, the company has six licenses of 
Solid Edge with synchronous technology 
as well as five licenses of Teamcenter® 
software, preconfigured for rapid 
deployment and fast return on investment. 
Solid Edge and Teamcenter are used for 
management of projects and product 
lifecycles.

“Using Siemens PLM Software technology, 
we’ve significantly enhanced our competi-
tive viability for the long term,” says Pinto. 
“While short-term achievements are critical 
to our success, we definitely go to market 
with a long-term perspective. Using Solid 
Edge, we’ve substantially improved our 
overall product development operation. 
We design products faster. Our products 
provide new innovative features and func-
tionality on a regular basis, and their 
quality is better.”

Pinto concludes, “Ultimately, we have 
excellent technology tools in place to 
support continuous product innovation. In 
order to maintain and grow this positive 
situation, we are planning further invest-
ments in Siemens PLM Software 
technology.”
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